Cabiadis' visit, it had received 707 passengers; 386 had already quitted it, and 321 were still in it.
On the 9th March, and whilst the Commissioners were undergoing quarantine at this place, a mild attack of plague was announced to have occurred at Vetlanka. As it was a solitary case, and of a mild character, the Commissioners did not think it necessary that they should all go there, but Dr. Kiemann, Dr. Rozsahegyi, and Dr. Klinimberg, were sent to Vetlanka by Professor Biesiadecky to examine and report on the case. The Commissioners learned subsequently that this patient, a girl ten years of age, had had an attack of fever, which had lasted three days, but that she was now convalescent, and that no untoward event had followed the case. Dr.
Cabiadis infers from this that it was, in all probability, an instance of those glandular swellings which commonly follow in the wake of an outbreak of plague, and that the febrile reaction which accompanied it was owing to the delicate constitution and to the youth of the patient. The to exist in such deplorable conditions. All the individuals belonging to this race are so alike that it is very difficult to distinguish one from the other. The type is marked by a flat face with prominent cheek-bones (zygomi), eyes sunk deep in the sockets, and eyelids half closed.
The streets of Astrakhan are wide and straight, and, with the exception of the public buildings and of a few fine houses in the principal thoroughfares, the style of the houses does not differ in the least from that already described with reference to the dwellings of the people, in general, throughout the province. The situation, and the hygienic conditions of those of Astrakhan, however, are if anything even worse. The water-level in the canals is perpetually changing, in consequence of the ebb and flow of the Caspian Sea, caused by the action of the winds: hence, the land is subject to periodical inundations, and the ground remains permanently damp. The houses are low and ill-ventilated; and deleterious emanations arise from the putrefaction of decomposing animal and vegetable matters. The accumulation of filth in the city was so great, that in order to render it clean when General Loris Melikoff visited it, eight hundred cart-loads of dirt had to be carried away daily, and thrown into the river, for fifteen consecutive days previous to the General's arrival there. Another source of the foetor which pervades this city, arises from the numerous wattagas in it. To give an idea of the enormous quantity of fish that is caught at Astrakhan, Dr. Cabiadis says, that besides the large amount of caviare consumed by the inhabitants themselves, five million kilogrammes of it are annually exported from that place:?viz., one million and a half of the black sort, and three millions and a half of the red sort of caviare. The staple food of the population is fish, both fresh and salted. This feature was remarked also, on several occasions, in Mesopotamia during the year 1876, viz., at Musseyeb, Kerbela, Bassorah, etc., the malady limiting itself to simple glandular engorgements, sometimes with and sometimes without fever. These glandular swellings generally subsided, and disappeared without suppurating, though occasionally they did so, and they never showed any indication of a contagious character.
When an epidemic outbreak is marked by a contagious and fatal tendency, these strengthen the probability of its pestilential nature; the absence, however, of such characters does not necessarily exclude the possibility of that outbreak being the plague. Dr 
